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What should I consider when making a plan for 
biodiversity on my property? 

 

1. What is your vision/goal for biodiversity on your farm? 

What do you want biodiversity to look like on your farm? How important are the natural 
areas to you and your family? 

 
2. What do I have? 

a. Look at aerial photos and use your knowledge of your property to ID and map out 
existing biodiversity on your farm. 

i. Are there native bush patches, shelterbelts, planted lanes, wetlands, 
grasslands, shrublands? 

ii. Are there freshwater areas (streams, rivers, lakes, wetlands)? 

iii. Do you see native birds, reptiles, invertebrates, or endangered species? Are 
they seasonal or year-round? What species are in the surrounding area that 
could be on your farm? 

iv. Are any existing areas of biodiversity already protected e.g. with fencing, or 
formally through a covenant? 

b. How has biodiversity on your farm/in your area changed over time? 
i. what was there when your grandparents or parents were farming? 

ii. What positive changes have happened? 
iii. What are some of the threats to biodiversity?  

 
3. What do I want? 

a. What do you want your farm to look like? 
b. Special habitats or species that you want to focus your energy on? 

 
 

4. How do I get there? 
a. Constraints – what could make it diIicult for you to reach your goals? 

i. could it be lack of habitat, predators, ungulates, weeds, climate change? 
ii. what risks are there to biodiversity? 

iii. how can you identify and manage these constraints? 
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b. Action – what do actions do you need to do to reach your goals?   
i. What can you do to integrate biodiversity into your farm system e.g. shelter 

belts that double as habitat, native tree planting for shade, wind protection, 
and carbon sequestration 

c. Opportunity – what is happening in the catchment that support these goals? 
Funding? Groups? 

 
5. How do I show and know progress? 

a. Monitor and record - photo points: 
i. Permanently mark photo-points 

ii. Take photos at the same time of year every year - Best in early summer (Nov-
Dec) after spring growth, - Reduces seasonality diIerences. 

iii. Take original photos with you – same angle, zoom. 
iv. Develop a series of photos over several years (download and store photos). 

These questions are based on resources hosted at: https://landcare.org.nz/farming-with-native-
biodiversity/workshop-resources/  

 

Examples of practical and measurable actions to improve biodiversity… 

Biodiversity Goal Actions Timeline 

Enhance riparian zones Plant 100m of native shrubs along stream Winter 2025 

Control pests Set up monthly possum trapping program  Ongoing 

Protect native bush Fence 5ha of regenerating native bush Spring 2026 

 

These tools can help you take a practical, informed approach to managing biodiversity as part of 
your farm system. 
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