Opportunities for Biodiversity Action: (
From Field Day to My Farm bl

Being able to identify, manage and monitor your biodiversity on farm provides a great platform for
being confident in making the right decisions regarding biodiversity.

This set of four activities will help get you thinking about biodiversity in the context of your farm, and
allow you to start to think about what your future biodiversity goals.

1- Where on my farm supports biodiversity?

* Print off a farm map

ﬂreos that support biodiversity may include: \

* Circle and label the areas on your farm that * wetland areas and ponds
support biodiversity * remnant native forest or plants
* areas of native plantings such as riparian
* Make any notes of interest areas
© e.g. less biodiversity in the steeper part e streams that support galaxiids or eels
of the farm; exotic tree lanes provide a K. native tussock grasslands j

corridor between riparian areas etc.

You can also use the map on the TaiariWai website to find out what biodiversity has been recorded
on/near your farm, and what kind of biodiversity priorities or actions might be important:
https:/ /taiariwai.nz/taiari-catchment /#maps

Check out Biodiversity of the Taieri River Catchment for more information about indigenous species and
habitats within the catchment, which may be on your farm: https:/ /taiariwai.nz/wp-
content/uploads/2024 /03 /Taiari-Biodiversity-Guide-2412-WEB.pdf

2 - What biodiversity do | have on my farm?

Once you have identified the areas on your farm that support
biodiversity, the next step is to make sure you record evidence of
this. Photo-point monitoring is a key tool used in monitoring
change to biodiversity over time. It allows for visual comparisons and
for progress to be captured and communicated easily.
* For each of your identified sites, take a photo(s) of what it
currently looks like

* Taking your photos at the same place will allow you to develop a
series of photos over years. This provides a great way to
document change over time. Driving a metal standard from
where you take the photo point is a great way to go back to the
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same spot over time. <
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* Make sure that your photos are saved in a place that is easily  An example of a photo point comparison
accessible (Photo: Farming for Native Biodiversity)
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3 - What biodiversity used to be here?

Agriculture has allowed for a rich culture of story telling and passing down of knowledge regarding the
history of the areas in which we farm. When thinking about biodiversity and what species of plants,
birds, fish, invertebrates etc. are currently supported on your farm, taking @ moment to reflect on the
past can also be a helpful indicator of what has been lost or added. It is great to learn from the past to
help inform our future.

What do you know about the history of the biodiversity on your farm, in your area, and/or in your
rivers and streams? e.g. kOura in the streams, I and bellbirds
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4 - My vision for biodiversity on my farm

You've spent time identifying what biodiversity is currently on your farm, and have reflected on the past,

now it is time to put your focus on the future.

* What is your vision for biodiversity on your farm?
* What would you like it to look like in 25 years time?
* What would be present? What would be absent?
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