
Plant list - Lower Taiari
WET AREAS

Plant species Common name Description Planting for success

Carex secta purei, sedge 1.5 m tall. Drooping harsh tussocks 

forming trunk-like base when mature. 

Green year-round.

Avoid planting in standing 

water, but once established, 

will tolerate moist lower 

embankments and shallow 

water to 0.2 m depth.

Carex virgata pukio,  

swamp sedge

1–1.5 m tall. Green slender leaves, which 

are more upright than carex secta. 

Thrives in damp, swampy conditions.

Avoid planting in standing 

water, but once established, 

will tolerate moist lower 

embankments and shallow 

water to 0.2 m depth.

MID ZONE

Plant species Common name Description Planting for success

Austroderia 

richardii

toetoe 1–3m tall. Coarse green tussocks, with 

tall feathery flower heads borne on 

cylindrical stems.

Mid-zone with occasional wet 

roots.

Phormium tenax harakeke,  

New Zealand flax

1–3 m tall. Robust clumps of tough 

robust leaves. Tall dark brown to black 

flower heads.

Mid-zone with occasional wet 

roots.

Coprosma 

propinqua

mingimingi 1.5-5m tall. Common bushy shrub, with 

angled branches bearing glossy angled 

leaves.

Mid-zone with occasional wet 

roots.

DRIER AREAS

Plant species Common name Description Planting for success

Cordyline 

australis

ti kouka,  

cabbage tree

Up to 12m tall. Tall-growing soft 

stemmed tree bearing tufts of fibrous 

leaves.

Upper zone. Can tolerate a 

mixture of moist and drier soils.

Hoeheria 

angustifolia

narrow-leaf 

lacebark

Up to 10m tall. Tall soft-wooded grey-

trunked tree bearing masses of narrow 

sharply toothed leaves and small 

clusters of white flowers that develop 

into dry papery winged fruits.

Upper zone. Can tolerate a 

mixture of moist and drier soils.

Plagianthus 

regius

ribbonwood Up to 20m tall. Tall tree with soft jagged 

pointed leaves and long sprays of tiny 

yellowish flowers and small green fruit 

that fall as a unit.

Upper zone. Can tolerate a 

mixture of moist and drier soils.
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