Managing unproductive land
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Areas of unproductive land on your property are While they may be small individually, there are a %,
areas which are often wet, sometimes because of lot of them across the Taieri Plains. g
©

on-farm springs, and sometimes because they are

natural depressions where water collects. Targeting these areas with stock exclusion and
native plantings can create areas for native species

These areas can easily be pugged by livestock and —including birds and insects — to live and thrive in.

may be hard to manage. This approach can also create shelter for stock.

Figure 1. Two examples of wet areas on farm, which are difficult to manage at certain times of the year.

Managing unproductive land while boosting biodiversity / 2026.03



Managing unproductive areas

Unproductive areas can be managed by targeted
fencing and planting — see below for some recent
examples on the Taieri Plains.

Native species that thrive on the Taieri Plains can
grow quickly to provide shade and shelter for stock.
They can also provide important opportunities to
reduce a farm’s overall emissions footprint.

Cumulatively these small pockets of largely
unproductive land can add up to a large area
across the Taieri Plains.
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Figure 3. Wet areas have been planted to provide shade and Figure 4. An example of a pond with adjacent areas planted to

shelter for stock. enhance biodiversity on the Taieri Plains.
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About the Healthy Taieri Project OEEe
This summary has been prepared as part of the A report on water quality in the lower Taieri
Healthy Taieri Project on behalf of Upper Taieri catchment, including the locations and details
Wai. This project is funded by the Ministry of of current and past monitoring are available
Primary Industries’ Integrated Farm Planning at www.taiariwai.nz. This site also has more
Accelerator Fund. resources from the Healthy Taieri Project.
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All on farm work was delivered as part of the Regenerating

@ra NZ LANDCARE TRUST Wetlands Partnership between NZ Landcare Trust and
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NGA MATAPOPORE WHENUA Fonterra. Funding was provided to support dairy farmers

Dairy for life on the Taieri Plains to enhance critical wet areas on farm.
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